
Parish House 
21 Swanson Street, Erskineville, 2043 
Phone:  9516-3542  Fax:  9516-3536 
Email: stmaryserko@bigpond.com 

Web:   http://www.stmaryserskineville.org.au/ 
Office Hours:  Wed, Thurs & Fri 9:00am-2:00pm 

(Our Lady of Perpetual Succour) 
An inner-city Catholic community 

In the care of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (msc) 
Welcoming all to celebrate with us 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, 
The Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. 

St Mary’s 
On Swanson 

Baptisms & Weddings By Appointment 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday:  6:00pm  Sunday:  9:00am & 6:00pm 

Call2Mercy Mass:  2nd Sunday of the Month 11:30am 
Healing Mass  1st & 3rd Tuesday of the Month 10:30am 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday:  9:15am 
Individual Reconciliation Sat 5:15pm—5:45pm Sun 8:15am—8:45am & 5:15pm—5:45pm 

A CELEBRATION OF HOPE AND REBIRTH! 

In partnership with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, the 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council 
(NATSICC) invites and encourages you and your diocese to 
celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Pope St John Paul II’s visit to 
Alice Springs. 

It is appropriate that we celebrate and observe the thirtieth 
anniversary of the visit as we prepare for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in Advent. As with both, the theme is one of hope and 
rebirth. 

It is an opportune time to remind us of the important words of Pope 
St John Paul II, ‘You are part of Australia and Australia is part of you. 
And the Church herself in Australia will not be fully the Church that 
Jesus wants her to be until you have made your contribution to her 
life and until that contribution has been joyfully received by others.’ 

This is the right time and place when we, the Church, are invited and 
encouraged to listen to our Indigenous sisters and brothers and look 
at specific actions we need to take to ensure the meaningful roles 
and contribution of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in 
our Church and society. This timely theme is an invitation and call to 
us to create and ensure a change in societal attitude and promote 
not only rebirth and hope but justice and equal rights of Indigenous 
peoples. 

We invite you to celebrate the day as a diocese and encourage 
parishes and faith communities to join us in celebrating. Not only is 
this a call to inspire faith communities to promote a greater 
contribution for First Nations peoples within our Church. 

It is also a call to actively face the massive assault and injustices on 
the very lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Those 
assaults include the high rate of suicide and incarceration among our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
Most Rev D Eugene Hurley 
Chairman Bishops Commission for Relations with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 

First Sunday of Advent — Year A 
 

27 November, 2016 



Vinnies Christmas Hampers 
Your local St Vincent de Paul Society 
conference is providing Christmas 
hampers for people in need in our 

area. As always, we ask for your assistance with 
these hampers. We will be looking for hamper 
goods, and your help with our Christmas Appeal, 

over the next four weekends: 
3 & 4 Dec: Toiletries, new toys, canned  
   goods and chips. 
10 & 11 Dec: Christmas Appeal, soft drinks,  
   cakes, puddings and sweets. 

We will also be asking for assistance to pack the 
family hampers on Saturday 17/12, and 
especially to deliver the hampers on Sunday 

18/12, after 9:00am mass. 

We would very much appreciate your generous 
assistance, as in previous years. Again, next 
weekend we are targeting Toiletries, new toys, 

canned goods and chips. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
‘PARISH 2020’ 

LAUNCH NEXT WEEKEND 
Next weekend Parishes, Chaplaincies and 
communities across the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Sydney will be presented with a Pastoral Letter 
and DVD from Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, 
announcing the launch of a new pastoral project 
for the Archdiocese called ‘Parish 2020’. The 
launch of this project marks the commencement 
of an exciting new chapter as we plan for the 
future of the Archdiocese of Sydney. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ST MARK’S PARISH, DRUMMOYNE 

Position Vacant 
The parish is looking to fill the position of Parish 
Secretary. This part time position (Tues, Wed, 
Thurs and Fri from 9am to 3pm – with a view to 
possibly extending hours), requires sounds skills 
with the use of Microsoft software, with a 
knowledge of PACS desirable. Able to cover 
holiday periods. 
For further information please visit 
www.catholicjobsonline.com.au or Fr Michael 
McLean on pp@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au. 
Applications close at 5pm on 09 December 
2016. 

Parish Diary 2016 

27 Nov Advent Reflections Group 4:30-5:30pm 

4 Dec Advent Reflections Group 4:30-5:30pm 

6 Dec Healing Mass (last for 2016 
resumes 21/2/17) 10:30am 

7 Dec Finance Committee Meeting 6:30pm 

11 Dec Call2Mercy Mass 
Advent Reflections Group 

11:30am 
4:30-5:30pm 

18 Dec Advent Reflections Group 4:30-5:30pm 

19 Dec Community Reconciliation 7:30pm 

24 Dec Children’s Christmas Eve 
Mass 6pm 

25 Dec Christmas Day Mass 
NO EVENING MASS 9am 

Advent (Year A) 2nd Sunday 4/12/16 3rd Sunday 11/12/16 4th Sunday 18/12/16 

Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 Matthew 11:2-11 Matthew 1:18-24 

1st Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 Isaiah 7:10-14 

2nd Reading Romans 15:4-9 James 5:7-10 Romans 1:1-7 

Kid’s Church Family Mass Mary-Jo Pollinger School Holidays 

Prayer: 

Recognizing the violence in my own heart, 

yet trusting in the goodness and mercy of 

God, 

I seek to practice the nonviolence of 

Jesus: 

By striving for peace within myself and 

seeking to be a peacemaker in my daily 

life; 

By refusing to retaliate in the face of 

provocation and violence; 

By living consciously and simply so that 

I do not deprive others of the means to 

live; 

By actively resisting evil and working 

nonviolently to abolish war and the causes 

of 

war from my own heart and from the face 

of the earth. 

God, I trust in your sustaining love and 

believe that you will give me the grace to 

live out this prayer. 

-Pax Christi USA 



Ministry to the Sick 
We are called to care for one another, not only 

physically but emotionally and spiritually. 

Sometimes people can become sick and we are 
unaware that they may need support eg, being taken 

Communion or having someone to visit them. 

If you know of anyone whom we can help, please 
see Fr Barry. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
REFLECTIONS MORNINGS 

Third Wednesday of Every Month 10:00am – 1:00pm. 
For family and friends who grieve and their 
companions. Understanding and managing life’s 
changes in Loss, Grief & Bereavement. Morning tea 
provided. For further information please refer to the 
flyer attached or contact Bereavement Support Ph 02 
9646 6908 / 
bereavementsupport@catholiccemeteries.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
EMMANUEL 

Daily Advent & Christmas Reflections 2016 
May your eyes be opened to the God 
who is with us this Christmas. 

Copies of this rich resource from the Diocese of 
Wollongong are available for interested parishioners. 
See Fr Barry. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ADVENT REFLECTIONS GROUP 

WILL MEET 
Sundays 4:30 - 5:30pm 

All are welcome to meet in St Mary's Church on 27 
November; 4, 11, 18 December and share the 
Maryknoll Office of Global Concerns' resource on 
peace and non-violence available at: http://
maryknollogc.org/article/advent-reflection-guide-2016
-season-embrace-gospel-nonviolence 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
RESTORATION OF ST BENS 

The restoration of the historic St Benedict’s Church, 
Broadway, is complete, and will be celebrated with a 
Mass and Blessing at 10.30am on Sunday, 4 
December 2016, led by the Most Reverend Bishop 
Richard Umbers. St Benedict’s, the country’s oldest 
consecrated Catholic church, is located on The 
University of Notre Dame Australia’s Sydney Campus 
at 104 Broadway. Parishioners and those who have 
had a connection with St Benedict’s Parish and the 
schools that were once on its grounds are particularly 
welcome, as well as current and past staff and 

students from Notre Dame.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
16 DEC 2016 

Join with the St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and the 
Orchestra of the Antipodes in a concert for Christmas 
featuring some of your favourite carols and Christmas 
reflections. Tickets are on sale now for this special 

event which will be sure to get you in the season. 
For all information, please visit 

www.achristmascelebration.com.au. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS 
8 Dec-25 Dec 

Once again, St Mary’s Cathedral will light up this 
Christmas with inspiring and reflective projections of 
the Christmas season. FREE EVENT! St Mary’s 

Cathedral Forecourt 8-25 Dec each night from 
7.30pm-12.00am www.lightsofchristmas.com.au.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
St Patrick’s Business Courses Ltd 

Enrolments are now open for our 2017 Diplomas in 
Business and Business Administration. These 40-
week courses are ideal for Year 10, 11 or 12 school 
leavers and provide a viable alternative pathway to 
career or university. We also assist the majority (well 
over 90%) of our graduates to find well-paid and 
enjoyable roles. 
Contact our Director of Education, Anne Fairhall, to 
arrange a 1:1 interview to discuss your study options 
on 0407 278 164. 

Making Payments Via Our New Website 
Did you know you can make donations or 
payments via our new parish website? Visit our 
website, www.stmaryserskineville.org.au and 
click on the ‘Make A Donation or 
Payment’ red button at the bottom 
of the screen and follow the 
prompts. 

Christmas at St Mary’sChristmas at St Mary’sChristmas at St Mary’sChristmas at St Mary’s    
Monday 19 DecMonday 19 DecMonday 19 DecMonday 19 Dec    

Community Reconciliation 
7:30pm 

Saturday 24 DecSaturday 24 DecSaturday 24 DecSaturday 24 Dec    
Children’s Christmas Eve Mass 

6pm 

Sunday 25 DecSunday 25 DecSunday 25 DecSunday 25 Dec    
Christmas Day Mass 

9am 

No evening Mass on Christmas DayNo evening Mass on Christmas DayNo evening Mass on Christmas DayNo evening Mass on Christmas Day    



Mainstream Mindset Fails Remote Aboriginal Students 
Dennis McIntosh, Eureka St. Vol.26 No 23, 21 November 2016 

I found it a deeply painful experience to leave school, after 12 years, not being able to spell, read my 

handwriting or write correct sentences. I didn't have a clue where the comma was supposed to go, and I 

avoided at all cost writing things on paper because I was embarrassed. 

But unlike most remote Indigenous children who finish their education almost completely illiterate, I was able to find work as a 

roustabout and later a shearer. It was in the shearing sheds that I met a lot of other bashed-up boys, courtesy of the clenched fist of 
the 1970s Education Department. I thought I was the only one, but I was far from alone. You will only find us in statistics, faceless 

and anonymous. 

After more than 50 years and literally hundreds of billions of dollars of a failed state run education system for, among other 

children, remote Aboriginal children, it was disheartening to read the comments of Liberal Federal Member for Leichardt Warren 

Entsch and the rhetoric of State Labor Education Minister, Kate Jones. 

Both sides of politics have been united in their response to the demise of the Direct Instruction teaching method being used in 

Aurukun Aboriginal Community School in FNQ. The American prescriptive teaching method, Direct Instruction, was introduced by 

Noel Pearson through his Good to Great Schools five years ago. Entsch suggested after Pearson pulled out of the school that 'there'll 

be dancing in the streets'. 

I hardly think so. These streets are paved with despair, cultural depression and generational trauma. And Jones claimed her 'focus 

was on improving educational outcomes for the community'. Well, in 50 years they haven't had one win, and they never will. 

The article posted on the ABC's web site claimed a mainstream curriculum will 'help solve some of the problems we've seen in 

recent times'. That is not true. The education department has produced far more Indigenous prisoners than students. I couldn't get an 

education with a mainstream curriculum and I am white, had access to health care and lived in a working class suburb. 

But neither could most of my friends. The veiled attitude to our poor academic performances was that we came from a bad family. 

Not much had changed on that score, particularly with Aboriginal families. It is the education department that is broken. It is run by 

people who have never failed at school, never felt the shaming effects of their creation. 

My big break in education came as a father in the most unfortunate of circumstances. My first born daughter was diagnosed with an 
acquired brain injury at 23 weeks of age. When she was about three and a half and didn't speak we discovered an unusual program 

of exercises that stimulated her brain, specifically her cerebellum. Miraculously, she started to recover. 

"When I finished my studies I wanted to go back and put steps in place for those children, like me, 

who struggle to adapt to the standard curriculum in our standard education with its Standard 

English." 

The exercises were followed by flash cards and repetition, repetition and more repetition. Each phase of her learning had to be 

achieved with increments to give adaptation the best chance. The smaller the learning loads the better chance the brain had in 

adapting to the stress. 

My daughter recovered and went on and received a degree in education, a Master's degree and is now completing a law degree. If 

you like, we manually overrode the damaged part of her brain and built new pathways — just like Direct Instruction overrides the 

neurological effects of (generational) trauma and a lack of English in Indigenous students. 

After my daughter become ill, I left shearing to be home more regularly and I worked digging a sewage tunnel. A few years after 

she had started school I was working on a night shift gang. I was 80 metres underground inside a five metre diameter rock tunnel. I 

was covered in oil and sludge, water dripping all around me, and I was bone tired. I was lamenting my lot in life. I felt I hadn't 

achieved any of my potential and I had worked hard yet ended up in a sewage tunnel. 

I wondered why my daughter was able to get an education with a brain injury and I couldn't get one with a normal brain? So I 

decided to copy what we had done with her. In short, I started reading again and started patterning sentences. I looked at education 

much the same as sport. Learning to write was no different than learning to kick a ball. Get the technique right and practice until the 

skill is consolidated. And it worked. The comma though, I had to be taught over and over. 

That was in 1988. In 1999 I went to university and in 2014 I was awarded a Doctor of Philosophy in Writing from the University of 

Adelaide. When I finished my studies I wanted to go back and put steps in place for those children, like me, who struggle to adapt to 

the standard curriculum in our standard education with its Standard English. While I was studying I worked in many remote 

Indigenous schools and it has been heartbreaking seeing the abject failure of education in so many communities. At the same time I 
was observing the meteoric rise of principals to senior administrative roles on the back of long term systemic failure of whole 

schools. Get the numbers up, subdue the students and get out quick is the modus operandi of most opportunistic careerist. 

"What my white mates and I couldn't do, and many remote and urban Indigenous students can't 

do, is intuit English. If I wasn't taught what comes next, I couldn't work it out." 

After working in over a dozen remote Indigenous schools, with site allowances, remote subsidies, free houses and no bills, the only 

people who benefit from the education system are the teachers. If they are young they are buying up houses and making long term 

investments. If they are older they are topping up their superannuation. The students are left with nothing. The education department 

is a career structure for teachers, not an education program for children. There are however, some great teachers and dedicated 
principals. Some teachers don't like Direct Instruction because it takes away their creativity. Others don't like being made 

accountable and there is no accountability in remote schools. 

When I saw the Direct Instruction program and its systematic teaching method with its small, concise increments of learning, I 



knew, if it was delivered properly, it would work. This year I was invited to work at Djarragun College, an Aboriginal school in 

Cairns. The school is part of Pearson's Cape York Program and Direct Instruction is the main teaching pedagogy. And it works. I 

was blown away when I saw grade one, two and three Indigenous students reading, writing and editing their mistakes. I saw grade 

four children writing in paragraphs. It was rolled gold education. 

Is Direct Instruction the best teaching method for all children? No. Play based learning, investigative learning and visible learning 

have had extraordinary results for some students. But those more independent learning frameworks are a bridge too far for many 

students. What my white mates and I couldn't do, and many remote and urban Indigenous students can't do, is intuit English. If I 

wasn't taught what comes next, I couldn't work it out. It wasn't second nature to us. Do I care about Direct Instruction, or Noel 

Pearson and the Cape York Academy? No. I care about seeing children find the joy in learning and embracing with courage and 

confidence the opportunities an education can provide. I don't want to see another generation of bright, witty students end up at the 

bottom of a sewer. 

 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

SSSS    
t Francis Xavier was born in Spain in 1506 and studied at the 

University of Paris. He met St Ignatius of Loyola and joined his group 

of disciples who would found a new religious order; the Jesuits. 

Preaching in foreign missions became a fundamental aim of the Jesuits and 

in 1541, he sailed to Goa in India. He worked and lived with the poor people 

in every place he visited; from India and Ceylon to Japan and the Malay 

peninsula. During his ten years as a missionary, he is believed to have 

converted many thousands to Christianity. He is recognised as the patron 

saint of foreign missions. 

 



Parish Contact List 
Fr Barry Brundell msc Parish Priest b.brundell@bigpond.com 

Mrs Debra Whaley Parish Administration Assistant stmaryserko@bigpond.com 

Mr Jim O’Donnell Parish Pastoral Council Chair jimod012@gmail.com 

Mr Paul de Botton Parish Finance & Maintenance Chair Paul.de.botton@macquarie.com 

Mr Andrew Adam 
St Vincent de Paul 
(Erskineville Conference) President 

a.j.a.adam@gmail.com 

Ms Marian Watson Liturgy Committee Chair maranto@optusnet.com.au 

Ms Pauline Nowlan Liturgies & Sacramental Coordinator pauline_nowlan@yahoo.com.au 

Ms Mary Pollinger Children’s Liturgy Coordinator marypoll@optusnet.com.au 

Mr Paul Taouk Family Educator paul.taouk@syd.catholic.edu.au 

Ms Marita McInerney Social Justice Committee Chair maritaclare@gmailcom 

 St Mary’s School Principal infor@stmerskineville.catholic.edu.au 

KOSMAC House St Mary’s After School & Vacation Care smoosh2@aapt.net.au 

Fr Claude Mostowik msc MSC Social Justice Office mscjust@smartchat.net.au 

Please keep in your prayers: 
 

Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP, 
Ken Hogan, Kit Gudgeon, Pauline Nowlan, Sophia Gill, Lauren Learmoth, 
Marie Reilly (sister of Pauline Nowlan), Basil Comely, Barry Bamber, 

Wendy Bridges, Keryn Wallace, Bishop Geoffrey Robinson, Joan McCormick, 
John Leahy, Val Hartas, Lee Tillam, Michael Dillon, Bonnie Hayes, Malcolm Skerritt, 

Margaret & Colin Farrugea, Ernie Anderson, Victoria Kable, Kath Jones, 
Michael Hurst, John Ryan, Finlay Jean Dibley, Wills Scheikowski, Margaret Morgan, 

Graham Sims. 
 

Anniversaries of our deceased loved ones 
Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our deceased family, 

friends, parishioners, neighbours, locally, nationally and globally. 
 

Recently Deceased 
 

Are you new to the Parish or moved recently? 
Please fill a Census Form and return it to the Parish 

Office. 



LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

1st Reading: 

    Isaiah 2:1-5 
    The Lord will gather all nations in eternal 
    peace in the kingdom of God. 

Responsorial Psalm: 

    Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

2nd Reading: 

    Romans 13:11-14 
    The time has come, 
    our salvation is near. 

Gospel Acclamation: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
    and grant us your salvation. 
    Alleluia! 

Gospel: 

    Matthew 24:37-44 
    Stay awake, you must be ready. 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

    Change our hearts, God of peace. 

 

The night is far spent; the day draws near. 
Romans 13:12 

© 2003 Liturgy Training Publications, art by Julie Lonneman 


